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upon the condition of the vapour itself, but also upon the bodies with wliich it is in contact. Vapour which is merely saturated in contact with a saline solution must be regarded as superheated when contact with the solution is cut off. In the first situation it would condense upon compression, and in the second situation it would not.
In conclusion, I will hazard the prediction that, if the heat-engines of the distant future are at all analogous to our present steam-engines, either the water (as the substance first heated) will be replaced by a fluid of less inherent volatility, or else the volatility of the water will be restrained by the addition to it of some body held in solution.
:i
ills concerned) all that is necessary for the reversible operation of the engine is that the various parts of the working substance should be in equilibrium with one another throughout.
